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1 1, ^asis of the report 



j 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I | *e international application as originally filed 
1X1 the description: 



1-14 



pages 
pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-22, 24-26 



, as originally filed 



23 



_ > as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 25 January 2005 (25.01.2005) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed 



_, filed with the demand 



[HI the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



_ , filed with the letter of 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



» as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is . 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for (he purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

* e 5 sT age ° f * e tranSlati ° n &miShed &e PUrP ° SeS ° f intemational Preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

I 3 " jHWJ^ » *■ "onal application, the international 

contained in the international application in written form 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^ZlZ^t^Z^^ — « *° disclosure in the 

D toS"" *" falf0nnati0n rCCOrded " COmpUter read8ble f0m * identical to * e ^tten sequence listing has 

□ Trie amendments have resulted irt the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 

* S^ShKI^ reCeiV J" g °P Ce reSp0nSe » a " bM ™ «■*»■ ^icle 14 are referred to 
and 70.17) on &nalfy filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70. J 6 

\»Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and a,mexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. 


Statement 










Novelty (N) 


Claims 


24-26 


YES 






Claims 


1, 2, 5, 8, 11, 14, 15, 17-21, 23 


NO 




Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


24-26 


YES 






Claims 


3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 22 


NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-26 


YES 






Claims 




NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 
1. Claims 1 


to 23 : 







1.1. Novelty: 

1.1.1. The present application does not satisfy the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the 
subject matter of independent claims 1, 17, 21 and 
23 and of dependent claims 2, 5, 8, 11, 14, 15 and 
18 to 20 within the meaning of PCT Article 33(2) . 



1.1.2. Document Dl (US-B-6 474 695), which is considered 
the closest prior art, discloses (cf . abstract; 
column 2, line 40 to column 7, line 6; figures 1 to 
10 and examples 3 and 5) a security element with 
all of the features of claims 1, 2, 5, 8, 11, 14 
and 15, a security paper with all of the features 
of claims 17 to 20, a value document with all of 
the features of claim 21 and a valuable article 
with all of the features of claim 23; see e.g.: 

"1. security element (1) with a covering layer 
(3) having blank spaces (4) in the form of 
characters or patterns (column 5, lines 35 to 38) 
that form a first item of visually and/or 
mechanically readable information (column 5, lines 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) ~~ " 
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35 to 38) , characterized in that a printed image 
(column 5, line 65 to column 6, line 16) is 
arranged in register in the blank. spaces (4) 
(column 6, lines 11 to 16: "... only present in the 
area of the blank areas ..."), said image forming a 
second item of visually and/or mechanically 
readable information (column 6, lines 14 to 16: 
xx ... printed ... white layer of color or a metal 
coating"), the first (column 5, lines 34 to 39) and 
the second (column 6, lines 14 to 16) items of 
information being different from each other", 

and: 

- opaque covering layer consisting of metal (column 
5, lines 31 to 45) ; 

- surface relief in the form of a diffraction 
structure (column 6, lines 33 ff.); 

- multicolored printed image (column 6, lines 2 to 



1 . 2 . Inventive Step 

1.2.1. Dependent claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16 and 
22 do not contain any features that, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer 
back, meet the requirements for inventive step 
within the meaning of PCT Article 33(3)) . The 
reasons are as follows: 

1.2.2. Claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12 and 16: 



The features of dependent claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 
12 and 16 have already been used for the same 
purpose in a similar security element : 



6) ; 

- letters (figures 1 and 10) ; 

- security threads (abstract) . 
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2 . 

2.1. 
2.1.1. 



(a) With regard to claims 3, 6, 7, 9 and 16, see 
document D2 (WO-A-99/04983) , in particular page 
3, line 15 to page 5, line 2, claims 1 to 24 
and figures 12 to 16. 

(b) With regard to claims 4, 10 and 12, see 
document D3 (US -A- 6 03 0 691) , particularly the 
abstract, column 4 # line 30 to column 6, line 
44 and figures 1 to 12 . 

It would thus be obvious for a person skilled in 
the art also to apply said features to like effect 
in a security element according to document Dl and 
in this way arrive at a security element as per 
claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12 and 16. 

Claims 13 and 22: 

Dependent claims 13 and 22 concern only a minor 
structural modification to the security element 
according to claim 1 and the value document 
according to claim 21, respectively, of the kind 
that a person skilled in the art routinely makes on 
the basis of familiar considerations, especially 
since the resulting advantages are readily 
foreseeable. Consequently, the subject matter of 
claims 13 and 22 also does not involve an inventive 
step. 

Claims 24 to 26: 

Independent Claim 24: 
Prior Art : 



Document Dl (US-B-6 474 695) , which represents the 
closest prior art, discloses a method according to 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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claim 24 for producing a security element with a 
printed image and a covering layer, said covering 
layer having blank spaces in the form of - characters 
or patters, characterized in that the covering 
layer with the blank spaces is first applied to a 
supporting film and in that said printed image is 
then . . . generated in register in the blank spaces 
of the covering layer. 



2.1.2. Problem 



Providing a method for producing a security element 
that avoids the disadvantages presented on page 1, 
second paragraph, to page 4, first paragraph, of 
the introductory part of the description. In so 
doing, a visually pleasing embodiment of the 
security element should be combined with low 
production costs, even for small -quantity pressings 
or series with a varying information content. 

2.1.3. Solution: 



The specific combination of all of the features of 
claim 24, primarily the printed image produced in 
register that is printed digitally according to the 
characterizing part of claim 24, is neither 
described in nor suggested by the prior art, and 
said claim therefore involves an inventive step 
within the meaning PCT Article 33(3) . 



2.2. Dependent Claims 25 and 26: 



Dependent claims 25 and 2 6 define advantageous 
embodiments of a production method having all of 
the features of independent claim 24 . 
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